Please note that all claims have been shown for the convenience of the Examiner. 
Please amend claim 3 as follows: 



(Amended) A monitoring system comprising: 
a\ensing subsystem having at least one sensing device for generating at least one data 
stream; anc 

a processing subsystem for receiving and processing said data stream, and said 
processing subWstem including a memory, said processing subsystem adapted to encrypt said 
at least one data skeam to form an encrypted data stream corresponding to said at least one 
data stream, and bemg further adapted to write said encrypted data stream to said memory, 

wherein said processing subsystem is adapted to read said encrypted data from said 
memory, and to decrypt\aid encrypted data while reading said encrypted data. 



^ Please amend clain^4 as follows:^ 

4. (Amended) A monitbring system comprising: 

a sensing subsystem havqjg at least one sensing device for generating at least one data 
stream; and 

a processing subsystem for rfec^fvin§ and Processing said data stream, said processing 
subsystem including a memory, saip pmeessingsubsystem adapted to encrypt said at least one 
data stream to form an encrypted data/stee^reei^sponding to said at least one data stream, 
and being further adapted to write said enoryptedij&ata stream to said memory, 

wherein said at least one s ^nsingjde ^e is a probe device adapted for insertion into 

food. 



Please amend claim 5 as follows: 



4 



5. (Amended) The monitoring system of claitm 4, wherein said sensing subsystem 
includes a transmitter for transmitting said at least one rdata stream, and wherein said 
processing subsystem includes a receiver for receiving said at least one data stream. 



^ Please amend claim 6 as follows: 3 

6. (Amended) The monitoring system of claim 4, wher&n said at least one sensing 
device includes a temperature sensor and a battery, and wherein said at least one data stream 



infeiudes data pertaining to said temperature sensor and data pertaining to a power level of 
said ba£ 

^ Please am^d claim 7 as follows: ^ 

7. (Amended) Tl^e monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said processing subsystem 
is adapted to at least one of either date stamjj^fTtTftf stamp said data stream. 

£ Please amend claim 8 as follfe^vs: 

8. (Amended) A monitoring for monitoring food located at at least one food 
serving or storage location, said monitdring system comprising: 

a sensing subsystem incluaka&M4€?3§t on^emperature sensing device for generating 
at least one data stream, said at least one temperatur^ensing device adapted to be disposed 
in food at said at least one food serving or storage locatiok and 

a processing subsystem for receiving and processing s&d data stream, said processing 
subsystem including a memory, said processing subsystem adapted to encrypt said at least one 
data stream to form an encrypted data stream corresponding to said atJeast one data stream, 
and being further adapted to write said encrypted data stream to said mefcnory. 



9. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one data 
stream is a digital data bitstream. 

10. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said processing 
subsystem is adapted to read said encrypted data from said memory, and to decrypt said 
encrypted data while reading said encrypted data. 

11. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one 
sensing device is a probe device adapted for partial insertion into food. 



Please amend claim 12 as follows: 



<L<< 




13. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said sensing 
subsystem includes a transmitter for transmitting said at least one data stream, and wherein 
said processing subsystem includes a receiver for receiving said at least one data stream. 

14. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one 
temperature, sensing device includes a temperature sensor and a battery, and wherein said at 

least one data stream encodes a reading from said temperature sensor and a power Tevelof "~ 
said battery. 

15. (Not Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device 
includes a temperature sensor and a battery, wherein said at least one data stream of said 
device includes data corresponding to said temperature sensor, and data corresponding to 
power level of said battery, wherein said processing subsystem includes a display, and 
wherein said processing subsystem is adapted to output on said display graphical indicia 
indicating both a temperature and a battery level associated with said at least one sensing 

' device. 

16. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said processing 
subsystem is adapted to at least one of either date stamp or time stamp said data stream. 

17. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said processing 
subsystem includes a memory having an indexed hierarchical data storage structure, and 
wherein said processing subsystem is adapted to write said encrypted data stream to said 
indexed hierarchical data storage structure. 



18. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said processing 



subsystem includes a memory having an indexed hierarchical data storage structure including 
at least one device index tree indexed by a device identifier and by date stamp data, and 
wherein said processing subsystem is adapted to write said encrypted data stream to said 
hierarchical data storage structure indexed by said device identifier and by said date stamp 
data. 



19. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 18, wherein said processing 
subsystem is configured to analyze each received data stream to determine if said received 
data stream pertains to a sensing device newly added to said system, and wherein said 
processing system is further configured to establish a new device index tree in said memory if 
said processing subsystem determined based on said analysis that said received data stream 
does pertain to a device newly added to said system. 



Please amend claim 20 as follows: 



2uNCAmended) The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said sensing subsystem 
includes a sensing^app^atus for sensing characterises of food stored in a plurality of food 
serving or storage containers, gafra*§ensing agpar^J^S comprising: 
a central transmitter; and 

a plurality of probes, each probe b#ing a^^T^fi^jnartial disposal in one of said 
containers, said each of said probes being hard- wired to said central transmitter adapted to 
transmit data from each of said plurality of probes. 



21. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 20, further comprising: 
a member supporting at least one of said plurality of food storage containers; and 
at least one conductor forming said hard-wire connection between said at least one of 
said probes and said transmitter, said conductor being secured to said member so that said 
conductor is minimally obtrusive to a food service agent serving food. 



i 



Please cancel claim 22 without prejudice or disclaimer. 



V.I 
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Please amend claim 23 as follows: 



[3. (Amended) A monitoring system for monitoring food stored in at least one 
serving o|r storage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sVnsing subsystem including at least one sensing device for generating at least one 
data stream,\said at least one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving orastorage container; and 

a processing subsystem for receiving and processing said data stream, 
wherein said at least one sensing device includes a temperature sensor and a battery, 
and wherein said at Beast one data stream of said device includes data corresponding to said 
temperature sensor, ancldata corresponding to a power level of said battery. 



Please amend clain^24 as follows: ^ 

24. (Amended) A moMtoring system for monitoring food stored in at least one 
serving or storage container, sara monitoring system comprising: 

a sensing subsystem incluSra^faHeast one sensing device for generating at least one 
data stream, said at least one se^sii^g feyj&e adapted to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving or storage container; 

a processing subsystem forirec^iviijg and processing said data stream, 

wherein said at least one s lnsifl ^ievice includes a temperature sensor and a battery, 
wherein said at least one data stream of sara device includes data corresponding to said 
temperature sensor, and data corresponding to power level of said battery, wherein said 
processing subsystem includes a display, and wherein said processing subsystem is adapted to 
output on said display graphical indicia indicating both a temperature and a battery level 
associated with said at least one sensing device. 



»3 



Please amend claim 25 as follows: 

25. (Amended) A monitoring system for monitoring food stored in at least one 
serving or storage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sensing subsystem including at least one sensing devioe for generating at least one 
data stream, said at least one sensing device adapted to be dispose^ in food of said at least 
one serving or storage container; and 



rocessing said data stream, 
wherein said at least orifc-seasing dd VLeaQ ncludes a temperature sensor and a battery, 
wherein said at least one data stream of sa/d devi^kiQludes data corresponding to said 
temperature sensor, data corresponding td power level of saidT&atte^, and data corresponding 
to an identifier of said device. 



1 clai 



Please cancel claim 26 without prejudice or disclaimer. 



Please amend claim 27 as follows: 




17. (Amended) A monitoring system for monitoring food stored in at least one 
serving oretorage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a senfering subsystem including at least one sensing device for generating at least one" 
data stream, saraat least one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving or storage container; and 

a processing subsystem for receiving and processing said data stream, 
wherein said processing subsystem is adapted to at least one of either date stamp or 
time stamp said data strea 

£ Please amend claim 28\s follows: 

28. (Amended) A monitoritag sj?5tem £or mcffiitoring food stored in at least one 
serving or storage container, said monatoriiw sy^em comprising: 

a sensing subsystem including aNea^rori©ssensing device for generating at least one 
data stream, said at least one sensing d^ic\adagi£ed to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving or storage container; anc 

a processing subsystem for receiving and^ocessing said data stream, 

wherein said processing subsystem includes\ memory having an indexed hierarchical 
data storage, and wherein said processing subsystem i^adapted to encrypt said data stream 
and write said encrypted data stream to said hierarchical oWa storage structure. 



Please amend claim 29 as follows:^ 

29. (Amended)A monitoring system for monitoring food stbred in at least one serving 
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or st<3Tag£ container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sensifrg^subsystem including at least one sensing device for generating at least one 
data stream, said at le^one sensing d^^e^apted t0 ^> e disposed in food of said at least 
one serving or storage contm! 

a processing subsystem forl*&<^$ing^2nd processing said data stream, 
wherein said processing subsys^erni^cl^es a memory having an indexed hierarchical 
data storage structure including at leas][g^tfevice%^ex tree indexed by a device identifier 
and by date stamp data, and wherein said processing subl^em is adapted to encrypt said data 
stream and write said encrypted data stream to said indexed hie^rchical data storage structure 
indexed by said device identifier and by said date stamp data. 



30. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 29, wherein said processing 
subsystem is configured to analyze each received data stream to determine if said received 
data stream pertains to a sensing device newly added to said system, and wherein said 
processing system is further configured to establish a new device index tree in said memory if 
said processing subsystem determined based on said analysis that said received data stream 
does pertain to a device newly added to said system. 



Please amend claim 31 as follows: 




31. (Amended) A monitoring system for monitoring food stored in at least one 
serving ol^storage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sensn^subsystem including at least one sensing device for generating at least one 
data stream, said at Tfe^st one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving or storage com 

a processing subsystem Jb^ecei^ng^fid processing said data stream, 
wherein said processing subsyl^i^Qagludes a memory, said processing subsystem 
adapted to encrypt said at least one d^a strek^to form an encrypted data stream, and being 
further adapted to write said encrypted da^fstreebn to said memory. 



Please amend claim 32 as follows: 

32. (Amended) A monitoring system for monitoring f&od stored in at least one 
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serving^or storage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sensiiT5*su&£ystem including^afTlastofee sensing device for generating at least one 
data stream, said at least one*§fe&§ing de^ce g^apted to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving or storage container; and 

a processing subsystem for ne^ivin|pj!^i processing said data stream, 
wherein said processing subsystem includes^Keceiver, a processor, and a memory, 
wherein said receiver is configured to encode said at leastoh^data stream to create an 
encoded data stream, and wherein said processing subsystem is further adapted to decode said 
encoded data stream. 



33. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 31, wherein said processing 
subsystem includes a receiver, a processor, and a memory, wherein said receiveFis "configured " 
to encode said at least one data stream to create an encoded data stream, and wherein said 
processing subsystem is further adapted to decode said encoded data stream. 



Please amend claim 34 as follows: 



i 3^ (Amended) A monitoring system for monitoring food stored in at least one 
serving or storage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sensing subsystem including at least one sensing device for generating at least one 
data stream, said aMeast one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving or storag^container; and 

a processing subsystem for receiving and processing said data stream, 
wherein said sensingaybsystem is adapted so that sensing devices can be added to or 
deleted from said sensing subsystem, we^eii) said processing subsystem includes a display 
and a memory, wherein said procesWg/^f^m is adapted to output on said display graphical 
indicia indicating each of said sensingfifeyices jvWch has been connected to said system. 



£ Please amend claim 35 as follows: 

35. (Amended) A monitoring system for monitoring food stored in at least one 
serving or storage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sensing subsystem including at least one sensing advice for generating at least one 
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dSTzf'stream, said at least one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving^a^torage container; and 

a processm^ubsystem for receiving^SflTbrocessing said data stream, 
wherein said sensmg^^systern is y&dag|^ so that sensing devices can be added to or 
deleted from said sensing subsyster 

wherein said at least one sensing cfesq£§^mprises a plurality of sensing devices 
currently logging data, wherein said pilbcessing subsystem includes a display and a memory, 
and wherein said processing system is adapted to output on^s^kl display graphical indicia 
indicating each of said sensing devices which is currently loggingaata. 

£^Mease amend claim 36 as follows: ^ 

36/VAmended) A monitoring system for monitoring food stored in at least - one 
serving or storage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sensingVibsystem including at least one sensing device for generating at least one 
data stream, said at\sast one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food of said at least 
one serving or storag^container; and 

a processing subsystem for receiving and processing said data stream, 
wherein said processing subsystem includes a display and a memory, wherein said 
processing system is adapted Tio execut^a^t^hng routing wherein said processing subsystem 
analyzes the content of data in said memory to^ietermine the identity of each sensing device 
included in said system, and to deWmnie Wnich of said sensing devices are currently logging 
data, wherein said processing subsyslen? is"a*iapted to output on said display graphical indicia 
responsive to said polling routine iipicatidg each of said sensing devices which has been 
connected to said system, and ttfrorther oq(put on said display a logging icon for each device 
which is currently logging data. 



£~ Please amend claim 37 as follows: ^ 

37. (Amended) A monitoring system for morfkoring food stored in at least one 
serving or storage container, said monitoring system comprising: 

a sensing subsystem including at least one sensing advice for generating at least one 
data stream, said at least one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food of said at least 
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d processing said data stream, 
des a sensing apparatus for sensing 
f food serving or storage containers, said sensing 



one seF^mg or storage container; and 
a processing subsyst 
wherein said 
characteristics of food stored 
apparatus comprising: 

a central transmitter; an 

a plurality of probes, each probe being luteftted for partial disposal in one of said 
containers, said each of said probes being hard-wired to a central transmitter adapted to 
transmit data from each of said plurality of probes. 



38. (Not Amended) The monitoring system of claim 37, further comprising: 
a member supporting at least one of said plurality of Tood sfo^ 

at least one conductor forming said hard-wire connection between said at least one of 
said probes and said transmitter, said conductor being secured to said member so that said 
conductor is minimally obtrusive to a food service agent serving food. 



Please cancel claims 39 and 40 without prejudice or disclaimer. 



Please amend claim 41 as follows: 




4\ (Amended) A sensing apparatus for sensing characteristics of food stored in a 
plurality of fobd^stored in a plurality of food services or storage containers, said sensing 
apparatus comprising 

a central transmits 

a plurality of probes, eablyprobe bein^fadfipted fot partial disposal in one of said 
containers, said each of said probes Mig har^/wire^o a central transmitter adapted to 
transmit data from each of said plurality of 

a member supporting at least one o$ saMyplura^uy of food storage containers; and 
at least one conductor forming s^dhw&fffa^ connection between said at least one of 
said probes and said transmitter, said conductor being secured to said member so that said 
conductor is minimally obtrusive to a food service agent sendng food, 

wherein said at least one conductor secured to said member includes a flattened 



conductor housing. 
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^ Plea&^mend claim 42 as follows: ^ 

42. (Ameh^ed) A sensing apparakys^Qr sensing characteristics of food stored in a 
plurality of food se^in^s^storag^ront^Qners, sjiid sensing apparatus comprising: 
a central transmitter; 

a plurality of probes, each p^^J^Em^dapted for partial disposal in one of said 
containers, said each of said probes beingWr^^ired to a central transmitter adapted to 
transmit data from each of said pTTlnffifyof proB^s, further comprising a sensing element, 
wherein at least one of said probes includes an elongk^d pin section housing for disposal in a 
food product, said elongated pin section substantially comJ*letely encapsulating said sensing 
element. 



T 



lease add new claims 43-224 as follows: 



43. NThe monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
configured for n^sertion into food. 



44. The monitWing system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating a sensor. 

45. The monitoring systeki clapm 3lwherlin said at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elong^ed hjollo^pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a sensor. 

46. The monitoring system of ghyjj^ST^herein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a temperature sensor. 



47. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
includes a temperature sensor, and further wherein said at Ib^st one sensing device is mounted 
in an interior of a refrigerator. 
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4X The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a seismic sensor. 

49. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a pressure sensor. 

50. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises an airflow sensor. 

51. The monitoring s\stem of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a weight sensor. 

52. The monitoring systemVof claim 3, wherein said system is configured so that said 
sensing subsystem wirelessly transmits said atJ^aSTOfre^lata stream to said processing 
subsystem. 

53. The monitoring system of clainy 3.^herein said system is configured so that said 
sensing subsystem transmits said at least jm\data strewn to said processing subsystem via a 
computer network. 

54. The monitoring system of claim 3, wfierein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a temperature sensor. 

55. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein sMd at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at lea^t two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a seismic sensor. 



56. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing devise 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least two ofWd plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a pressure sensor. \ 
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57 Yrhe monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise an airflow sensor. 

58. The moimoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a weigM sensor. 

59. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device\nd at least one data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device Menti 

60. The monitoring system of claim 3,^heg^n said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, Men generaftng a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one d^ta §#reW from^each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second sJSfrswfgl|evices are configured so that at least one* data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least We data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device type identifier. 

61. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each of saidStfirst and second sensing devices 
having a battery, and each generating a data stream so thatsaid at least one data stream 
includes at least one data stream from each of said first anaxsecond sensing devices, wherein 
said first and second sensing devices are configured so that aMeast one data stream from said 
first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second device include data 
corresponding to a battery power level. 



62. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at leasmpne sensing device 
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composes first and second sensing devices, each having a battery and a temperature sensor, 
and eacr^enerating a data stream so that said at least one data stream includes at least one 
data strean^rom each of said first and second sensing devices, wherein said first and second 
sensing device^ are configured so that at least one data stream from said first sensing device 
and at least one data stream from said second device include data corresponding to a battery 
power level and data corresponding to a temperature. 

63. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and secoiM sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes aulpast one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processtag subsystem is configured to compress at least one data stream 
from said first sensing device arjd at least one data stream fromsaid second sensing device. 

64. The monitoring system^of chii*ff3/ wh^ein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing ^^ices, j^ach generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one d^ta gfxgdfh from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsysMn is com&gured to time stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device apd ^t le^^ne data stream from said second sensing 
device. 

65. The monitoring system of claim 3 Wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, eackgenerating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream ti^om each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to date stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one^Jata stream from said second sensing 
device. 



66. The monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating^ data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each on said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to emcode at least one data stream 
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fronr^aid first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing device in 
accordance with an encoding scheme. 

67. Tme monitoring system of claim 3, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first \nd second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein sara processing subsystem is configured to determine whether a data stream 
received therein corresponds to a sensing device which is newly added to said system. 

68. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said probe device includes an 
elongated pin section, said efbngated pin section incorporating a sensor. 



69. The monitoring systegi of claim 4,^]jg£ein said probe device is adapted for 
partial insertion into food. 

70. The monitoring system cl&m 4, w^er^fi said at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elongate^ pi^section/^id elongated pin section incorporating 
a temperature sensor. 

71 . The monitoring system cjf slaim^, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a temperature sensor. 

72. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a seismic sensor. 



73. The monitoring system of claim 4 3 wherein\§aid at least one sensing device 
comprises a pressure sensor. 



74. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises an airflow sensor. \ 
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\75. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a weight sensor. 

76. me monitoring system, of claim 4, wherein said system is configured so that said 
sensing subsystem wirelessly transmits said at least one data stream to said processing 
subsystem. \ 

77. The mcmitoring system of claim 4, wherein said system is configured so that said 
sensing subsystem transmits said at least one data stream to said processing subsystem via a 
computer network. \ 

78. The monitorin^system of claim 3, wherein ~sai~d~at least one sensing device 

comprises a plurality of sensmg devices, and wherein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a temperatureksensor. 



79. The monitoring systern of claim^^^erein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, mm wherein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a seismic sensor. \ ff jy 

80. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing devise 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, akd^herein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a pressure sensorT^ \ 

8 1 . The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise an airflow sensor. \ 




82. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein saM at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at leasrawo of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a weight sensor. \ 
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S\ The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises Virst and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data strefemi includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said\irst sensing device and at least one data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device identifier. 



84. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes ai^east one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first afki second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing oevice and at least one data stream from said second device" * 



include data corresponding to a device type identifier, 



85. The monitoring system cy 
comprises first and second sensing de 
having a battery, and each generating a 
includes at least one data stream from e 
said first and second sensing devices an 
first sensing device and at least one 
corresponding to a battery power level 




in said at least one sensing device 
said first and second sensing devices 
so that said at least one data stream 
first and second sensing devices, wherein 
so that at least one data stream from said 
from said second device include data 



86. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each having a battery and a temperature sensor, 
and each generating a data stream so that said at least one data stream includes at least one 
data stream from each of said first and second sensing deWes, wherein said first and second 
sensing devices are configured so that at least one data stream from said first sensing device 
and at least one data stream from said second device include agta corresponding to a battery 
power level and data corresponding to a temperature. 



87. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least\>ne sensing device 



- 19- 

comtorises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, ^herein said processing subsystem is configured to compress at least one data stream 
from said firet sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing device. 

88. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and\second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to time stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sending device and at least one data stream from said second sensing 
device. 

89. The monitoring sysIWt of claim 4, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensina devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least onV data s^mm fftom each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsMrtemis conjRgured to date stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device a^d a/l^^tone data stream from said second sensing 
device. 




90. The monitoring system o| c$9mm, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to encode at least one data stream 
from said first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing device in 
accordance with an encoding scheme. 

91. The monitoring system of claim 4, wherein sakl at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating^ data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each oraaid first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to determine whether a data stream 
received therein corresponds to a sensing device which is newly added to said system. 
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9\ The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating a sensor. 

93. The monitoring system claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probkhaving an elongated hollow pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating^ sensor. 

94. The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
adapted to be partially disposed in food. 

95. The monitoring sysram, of claim 8, wherein said system is configured so that said 
sensing subsystem wirelessly transmits said at least one data stream to said processing" ~ 
subsystem. \ 

96. The monitoring system of dUujtffs, whjerejn said system is configured so that said 
sensing subsystem transmits said at leastWe dam spam to said processing subsystem via a 
computer network. \ Zr 

97. The monitoring system of claim 8\\j#erein said at least one temperature sensing 
device is at least two temperature sensing devices. 

98. The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from\ach of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second sensing devices a^e configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one data Stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device identifier. \ 



99. The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at l&ast one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a dataWream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said Orst and second sensing 



-21 - 

devices, wherein said first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data 
strea^n from said first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second device 
includ^data corresponding to a device type identifier. 

100\ The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises fir^t and second sensing devices, each of said first and second sensing devices 
having a battery^ and each generating a data stream so that said at least one data stream 
includes at least oke data stream from each of said first and second sensing devices, wherein 
said first and seconavsensing devices are configured so that at least one data stream from said 
first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second device include data 
corresponding to a battery power level. 

101. The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each having a battery and a temperature sensor, 
and each generating a data stream so that said at least one data stream includes at least one 
data stream from each of said firk and second sensing devices, wherein said first and second 
sensing devices are configured so^ia^t least ©ne data stream from said first sensing device 
and at least one data stream from said seioruf device include data corresponding to a battery 
power level and data corresponding tafffempterature. 

102. The monitoring systefmof claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices&each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is Configured to compress at least one data stream 
from said first sensing device and at least one dam stream from said second sensing device. 

103. The monitoring system of claim 8, wherW said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured toVtime stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one data streato from said second sensing 



device. 
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The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises FU"st and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data streaki includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, whereiX said processing subsystem is configured to date stamp at least one data 
stream from said lfo-st sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing 
device. \ 

105. The monitoting system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second\sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at l$ast one data stream from each of saidTirst arid~secbnd"sensing - - 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to encode at least one data stream 
from said first sensing device an<W least one data stream from said second sensing device in 
accordance with an encoding schemfe. 

106. The monitoring system of\laim 8,i^herein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devic^^ichgenerating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one dat^\ea^^rom each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsygxemiB configured to determine whether a data stream 
received therein corresponds to a sensing devicfe which is newly added to said system. 

107. The monitoring system of claim 23, \herein said at least one sensing device is 
adapted to be partially disposed in food. 



108. The monitoring system of claim 23, whereii\said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil. 




109. The monitoring system claim 23, wherein said at lfeast one sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elongated hollow pin section, saidfelongated hollow pin 
section incorporating said temperature sensor. \ 
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1 1(A The monitoring system of claim 23, wherein said sensing subsystem comprises 
first and second sensing devices, wherein said first sensing device is provided by said at least 
one sensing dewce adapted to be disposed in food, and wherein said second sensing device is 
mounted in an inferior of a refrigerator. 

111. The momtoring system, of claim 23, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsysten\wirelessly transmits said at least one data stream to said processing 
subsystem. 

112. The monitorinjk system of claim 23, wherein said system is configured so that 
said.sensing subsystem transmits said at least one data stream to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 

113. The monitoring systeln of claim 23, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises at least two sensing devises, each £gp*pqsing a temperature sensor and a battery. 

114. The monitoring system o&claim 28, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devic^^each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one datafstream^from each of said first and second sensing 



devices, wherein said first and secor 



mg devices are configured so that at least one data 



stream from said first sensing device and atvleast one data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device identifier. 



115. The monitoring system of claim 2\ wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each\enerating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one <$gta stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device type identifier. 



116. The monitoring system of claim 23, wherein said at least one sensing device 
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comWises first and second sensing devices, each of said first and second sensing devices 
having^a battery, and each generating a data stream so that said at least one data stream 
includesVt least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing devices, wherein 
said first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data stream from said 
first sensing aevice and at least one data stream from said second device include data 
corresponding t\a battery power level 



117. The monitoring system of claim 23, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and secbnd sensing devices, each having a battery and a temperature sensor, 
and each generating a dat$ stream so that said at least one data stream includes at least one 
data stream from each of s^id first and second sensing devices, wherein said first and second 
sensing devices are configured so that at least ohe"data stream~from said first sensing device 
and at least one data stream frofei said second device include data corresponding to a battery 
power level and data corresponding to a temperature. 



118. The monitoring system\)f cla, 
comprises first and second sensing de 
one data stream includes at least one da 
devices, wherein said processing subsyi 
from said first sensing device and a 




erein said at least one sensing device 
generating a data stream so that said at least 

m each of said first and second sensing 
figured to compress at least one data stream 
e data stream from said second sensing device. 



119. The monitoring system of claim 23, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, eack generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 

devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to time stamp at least one data 

\ 

stream from said first sensing device and at least one^ata stream from said second sensing 
device. 



120. The monitoring system of claim 23, wherein ssud at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a^data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of s&d first and second sensing 



4 m 



-25 - 

devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to date stamp at least one data 
streaik from said first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing 
device. 

121. \he monitoring system of claim 23, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first\nd second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein saM processing subsystem is configured to encode at least one data stream 
from said first sensin^ievice and at least one data stream from said second sensing device in 
accordance with an encoding scheme. 

122. The monitorin^system of claim 23, wherein said at least one sensing device ~ ~ 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least \ne data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem isjogfigured to determine whether a data stream 
received therein corresponds to a sensing device which is newly added to said system. 

123. The monitoring system ofpl^im«cC^%rein said at least one sensing device 
includes at least two sensing devices, eacMnclud^g a battery and a temperature sensor, 
wherein said processor subsystem is c^fig^^l to display on said display graphical indicia 
indicating a battery level and a temperature as\pciated with each of said at least two sensing 
devices. 



124. The monitoring system of claim 24, wherein said at least one sensing device 
includes at least two sensing devices, each including a\battery and a temperature sensor and 
generating data corresponding to a device identifier, wherein said processor subsystem is 
configured to display on said display a device identifier associated with each of said sensing 
devices, each device identifier determined by said processo\subsystem from said data 
corresponding to a device identifier, said processor subsystermfurther being adapted to 
display on said display a battery level and a temperature associated with a device identifier. 



4 
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155. The monitoring system of claim 24, wherein said sensing subsystem is 
configured^) wirelessly transmit said at least one data stream. 

126. me monitoring system of claim 24, wherein said sensing subsystem is 
configured to transmit said at least one data stream via a computer network. 

127. The monitoring system of claim 24, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
adapted to be partially\lisposed in food. 



128. The monitoring system of claim 25, wherein said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating^ a sensor. 



129. The monitoring system claim 25, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elongated hollow pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a sensor. 




wherein said at least one sensing device is 



130. The monitoring system 
adapted to be partially disposed in food 1 



131. The monitoring system ofyClata^S, wherein said sensing subsystem comprises 
first and second sensing devices, wheSein said first sensing device is provided by said at least 
one sensing device adapted to be disposed in^pod, and wherein said second sensing device is 
mounted in an interior of a refrigerator. 



132. The monitoring system, of claim 25, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem wirelessly transmits said at l\ast one data stream to said processing 
subsystem. 



133. The monitoring system of claim 25, wherein laid system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem transmits said at least one data streai\to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 
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1^4. The monitoring system of claim 25, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data streana includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, whereiX said first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device identifier, 

135. The monitoring system of claim 25, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and secoira sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at^east one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing idevice and at least one data" stf eamfromsaid second device * - 
include data corresponding to ^device type identifier. 

136. The monitoring system of claim.25, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing G^ic^£l&ch\£ said first and second sensing devices 
having a battery, and each generating ^fdataist^am so that said at least one data stream 
includes at least one data stream fronJeactrof s&d first and second sensing devices, wherein 
said first and second sensing devices |re^Wmgured so that at least one data stream from said 
first sensing device and at least one dam stream from said second device include data 
corresponding to a battery power level. 



137. The monitoring system of claim 25L wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each naving a battery and a temperature sensor, 
and each generating a data stream so that said at leaist one data stream includes at least one 

data stream from each of said first and second sensing devices, wherein said first and second 

\v 

sensing devices are configured so that at least one datatatream from said first sensing device 
and at least one data stream from said second device include data corresponding to a battery 
power level and data corresponding to a temperature. 



138. The monitoring system of claim 25, wherein saidW least one sensing device 
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co^prises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one aMa stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices^wherein said processing subsystem is configured to compress at least one data stream 
from said ifrrst sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing device. 

139. Tne monitoring system of claim 25, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first aira second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream incrades at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to time stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sending device and at least one data stream from said second sensing 
device. 



140. The monitoring system of claim 25, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least on^data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subWstem#fe*5on£gured to date stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device jip at jfeas^one data stream from said second sensing 
device. 



141. The monitoring system ofdj 



15, wherein said at least one sensing device 



comprises first and second sensing dWces, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is cWfigured to encode at least one data stream 
from said first sensing device and at least one data^stream from said second sensing device in 
accordance with an encoding scheme. 



142. The monitoring system of claim 25, whereni said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each o\said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to dei^rmine whether a data stream 
received therein corresponds to a sensing device which is newly a^ded to said system. 
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13, The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said processing subsystem is 
adapted tmtime stamp said data stream. 

144. Trfe monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said processing subsystem is 
adapted to date sramp said data stream. 

145. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating a sensor. 



146. The monitorrag system claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elongated hollow pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a sensor^ 



147. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
adapted to be partially disposed in food. 

148. The monitoring system o$tolainL27, wherein said sensing subsystem comprises 
first and second sensing devices, whereiWpi^Hltet sensing device is provided by said at least 
one sensing device adapted to be disposej^in figpa, and wherein said second sensing device is 
mounted in an interior of a refrigerat 



149. The monitoring system of claim 2$ 9 wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a temperature sensor. 

150. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a seismic sensor. 

151. The monitoring system of claim 27, whereii\said at least one sensing device 
comprises a pressure sensor. 



152. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
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amprises an airflow sensor. 



153. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a weight sensor. 

154. \The monitoring system, of claim 27, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing s^Jpsystem wirelessly transmits said at least one data stream to said processing 
subsystem. 



155. The mdxutoring system of claim 27, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem^ransmits said at least one data stream to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 



156. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least o\e data ste^mffi^m each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and seco^d^nsii^ d^ces are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device (^d at/lg^st one data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device ii 

157. The monitoring systeniofclaira 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 




m oj. ciain^ 
devices, eai 



comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device type identifier 

158. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each of said firsthand second sensing devices 
having a battery, and each generating a data stream so that said\t least one data stream 
includes at least one data stream from each of said first and secorfti sensing devices, wherein 
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saSd first and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data stream from said 
firsnsensing device and at least one data stream from said second device include data 
corresponding to a battery power level. 

159\rhe monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises firsthand second sensing devices, each having a battery and a temperature sensor, 
and each generating a data stream so that said at least one data stream includes at least one 
data stream from e^h of said first and second sensing devices, wherein said first and second 
sensing devices are configured so that at least one data stream from said first sensing device 
and at least one data streW from said second device include data corresponding to a battery 
power level and data corresponding to a temperature. 



160. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data strea m fro m each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subWstenaras configured to compress at least one data stream 
from said first sensing device and at least one datff stream from said second sensing device. 



161. The monitoring system of clcmn 2X^wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing.devi^^d^ch generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one c^ata stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is Configured to time stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at leasngne data stream from said second sensing 
device. 



162. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each\f said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to date stamp at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one data stream^om said second sensing 
device. 



^1 
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l\S3. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises i|rst and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to encode at least one data stream 
from said first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing device in 
accordance with a& encoding scheme. 

164. The monitoring system of claim 27, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and secobd sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 



devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to determine whether a data-stream - 
received therein corresponds ro a sensing device which is newly added to said system. 

165. The monitoring system of claim 28, wherein said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating a senior. 



166. The monitoring system claim 28,ivhj^rein said at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elongatpdNjioygp^p^n section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a sensor. 



167. The monitoring system orclaim 2^ % , wherein said at least one sensing device is 
adapted to be partially disposed in food. 

168. The monitoring system of claim 28, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a temperature sensor. 



169. The monitoring system of claim 28, wherein sard sensing subsystem comprises 
first and second sensing devices, wherein said first sensing device is provided by said at least 
one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food, and wherein sajd second sensing device is 
mounted in an interior of a refrigerator. 
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1^0. The monitoring system, of claim 28, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensin^gubsystem wirelessly transmits said at least one data stream to said processing 
subsystem. 

171. TheVonitoring system of claim 28, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem transmits said at least one data stream to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 

172. The monitoring system of claim 29, wherein said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating a sensor. 



1 73 . The monitoring system claim 29, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elongated hollow pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a sensor. 



174. The monitoring systernbf* claim 29, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
adapted to be partially disposed in food^X 



175. The monitoring system of clai: 
comprises a temperature sensor. 




rein said at least one sensing device 



176. The monitoring system of claim 29,\wherein said sensing subsystem comprises 
first and second sensing devices, wherein said firsrsensing device is provided by said at least 
one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food, an^ v wherein said second sensing device is 
mounted in an interior of a refrigerator. 



177. The monitoring system, of claim 29, wherein said^system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem wirelessly transmits said at least one data^tream to said processing 
subsystem. 



178. The monitoring system of claim 29, wherein said system is configured so that 
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saic&sensing subsystem transmits said at least one data stream to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 

179\The monitoring system of claim 31, wherein said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensilMncorporating a sensor. 

180. The monitoring system claim 31, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probe hWing an elongated hollow pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a s^^or. 

_ 181 . The monitoringvsystem of claim 31, wherein said at least one sensing device is 

adapted to be partially disposed in food. 

182. The monitoring syste^a of claim 31, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a temperature sensor. 



183. The monitoring system of c4aii 
first and second sensing devices, wherein 
one sensing device adapted to be disj 
mounted in an interior of a refrigerator. 



herein said sensing subsystem comprises 
id fir^t sensing device is provided by said at least 
£?ood, and wherein said second sensing device is 



184. The monitoring system, of claim 31,Wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem wirelessly transmits said at ^east one data stream to said processing 
subsystem. 

185. The monitoring system of claim 31, whereinWd system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem transmits said at least one data strean\to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 



186. The monitoring system of claim 32, wherein said at leasJ v one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating a sensor. 
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HSJ. The monitoring system claim 32, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
provided by aerobe having an elongated hollow pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a sensor. 

188. The monitoring system of claim 8, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
adapted to be partiall\disposed in food. 

189. The monitoraig system of claim 32, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a temperature sensor. 

190. The monitoring system of claim 32, wherein said sensing subsystem comprises - 
first and second sensing devices, wierein said first sensing device is provided by said at least 
one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food, and wherein said second sensing device is 
mounted in an interior of a refrigerator 



191. The monitoring system, of \ 
said sensing subsystem wirelessly transmits s| 
subsystem. 



/here in said system is configured so that 
Hat least/one data stream to said processing 



192. The monitoring system of claim 32, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem transmits said at least one data^tream to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 



193. The monitoring system of claim 34, wherein saicf^t least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating a sensor. 



194. The monitoring system claim 34, wherein said at least one^sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elongated hollow pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a sensor. \ 



• 
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)5. The monitoring system of claim 34, wherein said at least one sensing device is 
adapted t<M>e partially disposed in food. 

196. Mie monitoring system of claim 34, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a temfoerature sensor. 

197. The monitoring system of claim 34, wherein said sensing subsystem comprises 
first and second sensnag devices, wherein said first sensing device is provided by said at least 
one sensing device adapted to be disposed in food, and wherein said second sensing device is 
mounted in an interior of% refrigerator. 



198. The monitoring system, of claim 34, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem wireless!^ transmits said at least one data stream to said processing 
subsystem. 

199. The monitoring system o&claim 34, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem transmits said at Bgast one data stream to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 

200. The monitoring system of claim 35^^here^i said at least one sensing device is a 
cooking utensil incorporating a sensor. 



201 . The monitoring system claim 35, whereins^aid at least one sensing device is 
provided by a probe having an elongated hollow pin section, said elongated hollow pin 
section incorporating a sensor. 



202. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said afyeast one sensing device is 
adapted to be partially disposed in food. 

203. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one^sensing device 
comprises a temperature sensor. 
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204^ The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said sensing subsystem comprises 
first and second sensing devices, wherein said first sensing device is provided by said at least 
one sensing dekvice adapted to be disposed in food, and wherein said second sensing device is 
mounted in an interior of a refrigerator. 

205. The mbnitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a seismic sfcnsor. 



206. The monitomng system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a pressure sensor 



207. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing "device 
comprises an airflow sensor. 



208. The monitoring system\f claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a weight sensor. 



209. The monitoring system, of claim 35|Mmerein said system is configured so that 



3 j 



said sensing subsystem wirelessly transmits ^aid at le^st one data stream to said processing 
subsystem. 



210. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said system is configured so that 
said sensing subsystem transmits said at least one da|a stream to said processing subsystem 
via a computer network. 

211. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein^aid at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least^two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a temperature sensor. 




212. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least two of skd plurality of sensing 
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devices comprise a seismic sensor. 



T^. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing devise 
comprises ^plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise a pressure sensor. 



214. The nronitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a pluralit)\>f sensing devices, and wherein at least two of said plurality of sensing 
devices comprise an aimow sensor. 



215. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises a plurality of sensing devices, and wherein at least two ofsaid plurality of-sensing^ 
devices comprise a weight senior. 



216. The monitoring system of claim 3 j S, wh erein said at least one sensing device 



laim wn 
ss>Och gen< 



comprises first and second sensing devices>each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one d^^^j^ani^mm each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second ^e^gjK^CPevices are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device anti^t lea^t one data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a de vice id^ tiBer. 



217. The monitoring system of claim S5, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, eack generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream Worn each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said first and second sensing devtees are configured so that at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one^data stream from said second device 
include data corresponding to a device type identifier. 



218. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each of said firstXand second sensing devices 
having a battery, and each generating a data stream so that saidW least one data stream 
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inclludes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing devices, wherein 
said f^st and second sensing devices are configured so that at least one data stream from said 
first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second device include data 
corresponding to a battery power level. 



219. The rnonitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and\econd sensing devices, each having a battery and a temperature sensor, 
and each generating a ^ata stream so that said at least one data stream includes at least one 
data stream from each or&aid first and second sensing devices, wherein said first and second 
sensing devices are configured so that at least one data stream from said first sensing device 
and at least one data stream fram said second device include data corresponding to a battery 
power level and data corresponding to a temperature. ~ 



220. The monitoring system declaim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 




h of said first and second sensing 
to compress at least one data stream 
from said second sensing device. 



one data stream includes at least one data stream 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is^co 
from said first sensing device and at least one dai 

221. The monitoring system of claim 35, wtferein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 

devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to time stamp at least one data 

\ 

stream from said first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing 
device. 



222. The monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at teast one sensing device 
comprises first and second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to date stamp^at least one data 
stream from said first sensing device and at least one data stream from said second sensing 



device. 
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22^SThe monitoring system of claim 35, wherein said at least one sensing device 
comprises first arfel^second sensing devices, each generating a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includ^at least one data stream from each of said first and second sensing 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem j^bnffgured to encode at least one data stream 
from said first sensing device anaMJeast one |ata stream from said second sensing device in 
accordance with an encoding scheme. 



224. The monitoring system of claim 35^/^Wein said at least one sensing device 
_ comprises first and second sensing devicesTeach generate a data stream so that said at least 
one data stream includes at least one data stream from each ofismd firsthand second sensing- - 
devices, wherein said processing subsystem is configured to determfc^e whether a data stream 
received therein corresponds to a sensing device which is newly added to^said system. 



REMARKS 

Claims 8-11, 13-19, and 21 have been allowed. Claims 3, 4, 12, 20, 23-25, 27-38, and 
41-42 describe allowable subject matter. Claims 1, 2, and 5-7 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,689,442 to Swanson et al. (Swanson). 
Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by (U.S. Patent 5,044,914 to 
Schulling). Claims 39 and 40 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 4,028,688 to Goleman et al. (Goleman). Claim 26 stands rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious under Chiu et al. (Chiu). The Examiner will note that 
applicants have slightly amended allowed claim 8. Specifically, applicants have reworded the 
preamble of claim 8, and have removed the term "partial" from claim 8. It is believed the 
amendment to claim 8 has not affected the allowability of claim 8 in that claim 8, as amended 
remains novel and not obvious over the cited prior art. 

The SI 02 and SI 03 Rejections 

Applicants have cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer each claim rejected either 
under §102 or §103 (claims 1, 2, 5-7, 22, 26, and 39-40), and thus, no response is believed 
necessary to the rejection of those cancelled claims. The cancellation of claims 1, 2, 5-7, 22, 



